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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT / 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with John Freeman on 04/27/2005. 

In claim 1 , line 1 5; delete "series of. 

In claim 6, line 3; insert --of-between "difference" and "said". 

In claim 6, line 3; delete "the" between "said" and "two". 

In claim 9, line 6; replace "comprises" with -comprising--. 
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Allowable Subject Matter ^. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior arts 
of record fail to teach a position measuring instrument apparatus and method that 
includes inter alia a code that comprises a series of code patterns, wherein each code 
pattern of said series of code patterns unambiguously defines one absolute position and 
comprises a plurality of code elements; a scanner that is movable in a measurement 
direction relative to said code, said scanner comprising a light source that generates 
light that scans said code so that said code generates modulated light; a detector that 
detects said modulated light and generates scanning signals; an evaluation unit that 
receives said scanning signals and forms a code word with a plurality of bits and forms 
additional bits from scanning said code, said evaluation unit 1 ) checking said plurality of 
bits of said code word and said additional bits for reliability, and if one of said plurality of 
bits and said additional bits fails to attain predetermined criteria, it is assigned an error 
code, 2) predetermining a series of bit strings, with one absolute position being 
unambiguously assigned to each one of said series of bit strings and 3) comparing said 
bits of said code word with said predetermined series of bit strings and comparing said 
additional bits with corresponding bits from said predetermined series of bit strings, and 
if a match of all of said bits of said code word and said predetermined series of bits 
strings occurs, assigning a corresponding absolute position to said code word, and 
upon comparison for a match, any bits assigned an error code are not taken into 
account. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph Lauture, whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1805. The examiner can normally be reached Monday thru Friday between 9:30 am 
and 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Tokar can be reached at (571 ) 272-1 812. The fax number for the 
organization to which this application is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571)272-1562. 



Joseph Lauture 
Group: 2819 
Date: 04/27/2005 




